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villages where lived a population partly Sonnee," portly Biadee ;
they added that Ahmed-es-Sedeyree, the Nejdean governor,
had long since adopted in every respect the ways and fashions of
the country, and was by no means inclined to leave it, whatever
summons might come from Eiad. That Djebel-'Okdah itself was
a lofty mountain, equalling in height the range of Ro'os-el-
Djebel, that the soil around was light, and the vegetation less
luxuriant than in the Batinah. That beyond Djebel-'Okdah
extended east and south a long series of hills parallel to Djebel-
Akhdah ; between these two chains, said they, lies the DiLhirah,
a tract more abounding in pasture than in arable land, but
well peopled. They added that the inhabitants of the Dfihirah
are less attached than any others to the government of 'Oman;
half of them at least are Sonnees, others are Bedouins, and the
religious tendencies of the former, no less than the predatory
habits of the latter, inclined them to sympathise with Xejed
rather than with the Biadeeyah and their rulers. Hence during
the Wahhabee foray, many clans of the Dahirah sided with the
invaders, and bore arms against their own countrymen of the
plains. The dromedaries of the Dahirah are fleet and enduring ;
the sheep of the province rival the Nejdean breed.

From Mokhanneth eastward begins a labyrinth of rocky and
thickly wooded gorges, amid which are situated the towns of
Nezwah and Bahilah; this latter they described as a strongly
fortified place, with a double range of walls, high gates, and
houses of two and three storeys high. If the account given by
the natives be true, Bahilah must considerably surpass in size
Loth Riacl and Hofhoof, and be well worth the visiting.

They told us too many tales regarding the Morrah Bedouins,
who frequent the Dahirah; tales also regarding Burghash, the
present chief of Bahilah, and not a few legends of sorcerers
a.nd witches. The Biadeeyah sailors on their part had much
to say ; some of them had taken part in the naval expeditions
of Sa'eecl, and had beeir present at the Hogues and Cape St.
Vincents of those seas. Nowhere is the 'Omanee government
more loved or better served than in the navy; and in spite of
all the terror inspired by English frigates and guns, I should
doubt whether the seamen of Debee and Barka would be inclined
{/> surrender their maritime supremacy off these coasts without